
Understanding the Difference between "Effecting"
and "Being Affected" in Scientific Writing 

In scientific writing, it is crucial to understand the distinction
between the terms "effecting" and "being affected" as they
can significantly impact the meaning of a sentence.

"Effecting" refers to the act of bringing about change or
causing something to happen, while "being affected" refers to
being influenced or changed by something. 

USAGE IN SCIENTIFIC WRITING

In scientific writing, the term "effecting change" is commonly
used when discussing the implementation of new procedures
or protocols, or when a variable causes a change in the
results. On the other hand, "being affected" is used to
describe a variable or factor that is influenced by another. 

EXAMPLE:  

"The new drug protocol effected a significant reduction in tumor size." 

"The introduction of the new technique effected a notable improvement in data accuracy." 

BEING AFFECTED: 

"The enzyme activity was significantly affected by the pH level of the solution." 
"The growth of the plants was being affected by the presence of the pesticide." 

IMPORTANCE OF PRECISION 
Precision in language is paramount in scientific writing. Misusing terms like "effecting" and "being
affected" can lead to misinterpretation of data or the study's findings. Therefore, it is essential
to use these terms accurately to convey the intended meaning. 
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EFFECTING: 

CONTEXTUAL USAGE 

The usage of "effecting" and "being affected" also depends on the context. For example, a
researcher might write, "The new protocol effected a significant decrease in data collection time,"
to indicate that the protocol caused the decrease. Conversely, "The results of the experiment were
affected by the change in temperature," would imply that the change in temperature influenced the
results. 



COMMON MISTAKES 

A common mistake in scientific writing is using "affect" when "effect" is intended, and vice versa. This
can lead to confusion and inaccuracies in the interpretation of the text. To ensure accuracy, it is
crucial to double-check the usage of these terms during the proofreading and review process. 
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CONCLUSION: 

Understanding the difference between "effecting" and "being affected" is vital in scientific writing. By
using these terms accurately and precisely, researchers can effectively convey their intended
meanings and avoid misinterpretation of their work. For more in-depth information on this topic,
please refer to the provided reference article. 


