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[llustrating Research Limitations:
Examples from Contemporary Studies

» Research is a systematic investigation into and study of
materials and sources to establish facts and reach new
conclusions.

e While research aims to uncover truths and expand
knowledge, it is not without its limitations. These limitations
can arise from various factors such as methodological
constraints,  theoretical = frameworks, and practical
considerations.

e This factsheet will illustrate some common research
limitations with examples from contemporary studies.

METHODOLOGICAL LIMITATIONS:

THEORETICAL LIMITATIONS:

PRACTICAL LIMITATIONS:

e Practical limitations encompass the real-world constraints
researchers face, such as time, budget, and resource ~.
availability.A study’s duration may limit the longitudinal
analysis of data, or budget constraints may restrict the
sample size, affecting the study’s robustness. O
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SAMPLING LIMITATIONS: 7 N
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e Sampling limitations occur when the sample used in the
study is not representative of the population. This can lead to
biased results and limit the study’s generalizability.For
example, a study on consumer behavior that only samples
urban populations may not reflect the behaviors of rural
consumers.
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DATA COLLECTION LIMITATIONS:

e Data collection limitations refer to the challenges
researchers face in gathering accurate and reliable
data.Issues such as non-response bias or measurement
errors can impact the validity of the study’s findings.

ANALYTICAL LIMITATIONS :

e Analytical limitations are related to the interpretation and analysis of data. Researchers
may be constrained by the statistical methods available or by their own biases in
interpreting the data.This can lead to incorrect conclusions or a narrow focus on certain
aspects of the data.
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